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A sacred path to rebirth
bridged by white prayers..
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The Nunobashi Kanjoe Ceremony began as

a prayer for salvation by women who were

forbidden from maklng the pilgrimage to
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Nunobashi Kanjoe Ceremony

The Nunobashi Kanjoe is a spiritual purification ceremony for women created during the Edo period (1603-1867), to pray for
their rebirth in the Pure Land after death. It was established as an alternative to the pilgrimage to Mt. Tateyama, which was
traditionally restricted to men only. This ceremony was resumed in 1996 after being stopped some 130 years before, and is now
held once every three years.

As the ceremony is believed to be a symbolic ritual of death and rebirth, participants wear white robes that resemble burial
garments. As in the men’s pilgrimage, it begins with a visit to the Enmado Hall, where they receive judgment from King Enma, the
ruler and chief judge in hell.

After the visit, the women are blindfolded and led to the Nunobashi Bridge. Crossing the bridge represents crossing the Sanzu
River, which in Buddhist belief separates the world of the living from the afterlife. Three strips of white cloth are laid across the
bridge to indicate the paths for the women to walk on. It is said that a huge serpent hides under the bridge and the women fall
into hell if they step off the cloth. One of the reasons why they are blindfolded is so that they can stay focused as the blocking of
their sight sharpens their senses.

This ceremony used to end at the Ubado Hall, in which Onbasama, an old female deity and protector of women, is enshrined.
Here, participants could experience spiritual rebirth while viewing the sacred peaks of Mt. Tateyama. However, the hall was
demolished during the late 19th century following government policies that separated the Shinto and Buddhist religions. Today, the
ceremony ends at Yobokan, located near the former site of the Ubado Hall.

The Tateyama Museum of Toyama provides information on this ceremony through displays and video footage, as well as the statue
of Onbasama that dates from 1375.
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